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In 2017, I stood in front of the ‘Welcome!’ greeting at the Kyoto International
Museum of Manga.

Amidst sketches, and several incredible notes about the value of this artform to
society and the importance of its preservation, the museum’s Executive Director Hiroshi
Aramata wrote of his “sense of burning” when it came to the importance of manga —
both in his life, and all around the world. I remember so clearly how he encouraged
those reading his message, and visiting the museum, to ‘do all they could’ for manga.!

I enrolled at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign not long after that
fateful trip to Kyoto, where I began attempting to research the scholarly side of anime.
To my horror I discovered that, even in the third largest library in the United States,
while pursuing a degree from the best library school in the United States, finding
reputable resources was still all but impossible. Academic papers about anime lived
across dozens of journals in as many subjects - education, travel, information science -
and each of these journals required a paid subscription to a different database. Paywall
after paywall sealed away crucial information from those who wanted to follow that
‘burning’ passion that Aramata described.

So, as part of my Master’s in Library and Information Science, I pitched an open
access journal to the Illinois Open Publishing Network. After a year-long notes process,

JAMS was approved, and I launched our first ‘Call for Papers’ in June of 2019.
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But the work didn’t stop there. As part of building up my new project, I flew
myself to an academic conference in Washington, D.C., where I was fortunate enough to
share the idea of JAMS with Frenchy Lunning, the founder of Mechademia. While
sitting together at the hotel bar, Frenchy connected me with dozens of scholars who
would be eager to peer review for JAMS or submit work for consideration: her word lent
trust and legitimacy to the hard work of a young scholar with no connections yet in the
field. I will always be grateful to Frenchy for her kindness, and now her friendship, and I
still feel so lucky she was willing to use her voice in the field to give JAMS a chance to

find its footing in the world of anime and manga studies.

Building an Open Access Journal: The Journal of Anime and Manga Studies

Ol Billy Tringali, MSLIS Student. University of [llinois at Urbana-Champaign

Figure 1 - Billy Tringali presenting the concept of JAMS to the University of lllinois iSchool in 2019

The inaugural volume of JAMS was launched in November of 2020, where it
totaled 173 pages of open-access, free-to-read scholarship on anime and manga, ranging
from discussions of Utopian Dystopia in Puella Magi Madoka Magica to media

representations of the Ainu people and so much in between.
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The volume you are about to read stands at 314 pages.

And JAMS has continued to expand over these last five years of existence. More
big milestones included JAMS being added to the Directory of Open Access Journals
(DOAJ) in 2022,23 and then in 2024, being added to EBSCO’s ‘Academic Search

Complete’ — each of which increased JAMS’ visibility across institutions of research and
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learning all around the world.
Moreover, this journal’s footprint has grown exponentially since that initial

publication. In April of 2024 JAMS saw our highest download count to date, with 3,137
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unique downloads. And overall, since the publishing of our inaugural volume in
November of 2020, articles in JAMS have been viewed and downloaded 136,241 times.

This steady growth has led to a necessary expansion of editors on JAMS, and I am
extremely happy to announce and welcome Maria K. Alberto to the Journal of Anime
and Manga Studies as Associate Editor. Maria has served as a reviewer and copyeditor
for JAMS since its inception, and her expertise has helped the journal immeasurably
over the past five years.

I first met Maria at that same 2019 conference in Washington, D.C., where she
accepted one of the fliers I was handing out attempting to spread the word about what
was then an upcoming, yet-to-be-released, open-access journal. In the years that
followed, Maria has become a rock for the journal, a trusted colleague, and most
importantly, a remarkably dear friend whom I truly cannot imagine my life without.

With that, I want to dedicate this volume of JAMS to:

Maria K. Alberto

Very special gratitude, and a warm welcome, must be given to JAMS’ new
Associate Editor. Thank you, Maria, for coming onboard officially! I am so excited to see
what we will publish together in the future!

To close, I have one final note to share with you all. Founding and continuing to
serve as the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Anime and Manga Studies has added so
much to my life. For two years now, I have been fortunate enough to coordinate a
conference at Anime Expo, where hours of lectures by anime researchers have been
heard by thousands of people. I have presented at conventions like New York Comic Con

and conferences like the Popular Culture Association. I have served on committees for
iv
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Japan Past & Present and Mechademia, and met with agencies like the Japan
Foundation. Without JAMS, I never would have been given these incredible
opportunities, and being able to meet with so many amazing people makes all the time
poured into this open-access journal more than worth it. I am so grateful to serve as
JAMS’ Editor-in-Chief, and beyond honored to be able to share and publish the works of
so many amazing scholars from all around the world.

As JAMS Editor-in-Chief, I have been able to speak with fans, journalists,
academics, administrators, librarians, and government workers -- all of whom say the
same thing, consistently.

They cannot find academic works about anime, even ass anime continues to
skyrocket in popularity all around the world.

From its initial concept in my brain in 2017, to writing this paper in 2024, I have
always believed that JAMS exists to be part of the solution to that problem.

For five years now, the Journal of Anime and Manga Studies has been dedicated
to building a space where anyone, anywhere, all around the world, can read, download,
share, and cite high-quality academic works about anime. And beyond the digital space
where you're reading these words now, this journal is made up of people who donate
their time, knowledge, and expertise to make JAMS a valuable resource for those who
wish to learn more about, and explore the potential of, the medium they love.

I remain so grateful to you, the readers of our journal, for your enthusiasm for
JAMS and the incredible work we are fortunate enough to publish.

Thank you for your readership, and with so much warmth,

Billy Tringali

Editor-in-Chief
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