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b a11de;rtaking his at.udy of thl chal': 
acter of Ktki~ the cocotte, ·Mr. Belaeq.o. C 
cunte1ae~. an undentandable bewfldei'- j 

m.qt. She ,fa, he says in the piny.. i 
bW at the Bela1ce, a puzzle, the solo- 4 

tloQ of whlch he is pleased to leave lo l 
all indulgent public. Though a "funi- · , 

lltltle creature,•• to be -found •\.. • 
moat anywhere, from a shop . counter 1 

. , 
to -a IYPdY'!J wa«on, . she is yet provoc- 1 
atl•e of £peculation.. What wtll be- j ~ 
come of her ~he asks himsclt as the j 1 

cunatn f•Jls, ,vith Kiki in th.e «at"ma of l, 
Victor Renal. a Parl•iaft lmpresario? ~ 
Ia earnestness the keynote of her mood, , t 
or Jocularity? Will she grow · up, or 11 

. ' h•• •ho grown up already ? Where is l 
sbe now, and why? Was she te'lling . l 
the tntb w~ell, ~.-tth great emba&~:ass- I i 
._u, ahe admitted her chastity 1n the (, , 
final acene, or was she !eignipg virtue I! 
aa 1h• did catalepsy? Since the non. l 
piu,eed Tdr. Bel~aco baa had the char- 1 ~ 
aoter between h11t tl1umb and foreft.nger 1 
for m~!:1¥ studious months, and since. 

• hi• powers of scrutiny are unus11.al, jt o 
is be,t, perhaps, to join , him in bis : 
p,11p1.exi~ a11d to leave Kiki atnong the , 
en~:1·taining, if not im.purtant, ,myste- , 
riew of the womanki.nd of the tbeate.r. < 

* ·* * : 
Of one of Kiki's a.ttrihutca, h,owevel', i 

we all may be astured. $he. is cu~,.' :l 
She is cute for three solid houu at ' < 
the B~lasco, perfu,r1fllng most of the ~ 
besulling capers of the more routhi11}1 . · 
of the kittens. Coy, gamine, graceful ., 

and not , ignob1y feline, &_he j'ilrnps ' 1 
· through all the cute hool)s. it. -is. ~· 
• no faint tribute that one par.a to 1 

, ' Ml•• Leonore Ulile, therefore, when , ( 
one teatiftes • that, he1Iinning t.o be tuto i 
at 8:80, she continued last •eve11.ing to , -< 

• remain so, with few · ·lntel'missions, l 
~ . 

• 

• 

until 11. This, no doubt, is a record i 
for endurance in cutitne.ss, and ~iss E 

Ulric ta to be !ellcitated for her ; 
i.chievement in a difficult cndeavo'r. · ! 

lier ebarm and her sultry beauty, E 

added to her histrionic sagacit;y, to c: 
Mr. Belasco's fascinating legerdemain : ~ 
and to the public appetite for such 1 
thinrs, made the evening a .happf tri• t 
umph for all of us. · ·, 1 

. * * * ' 
Kiki enters tihe play (whieh is adap't- ~ 

ed ~V ?tlr. Belasco fro-m the J;'11ench of , 
Andre. Picard) as a vivid little chorus ' ! 
girl who bas a deiermined ad~ration ; 
for her ma11ager (Mr. Sam B. Hardy). ,c 
She lras worshiped him from the curb, 1 
a.11, tn the tall l1at an,d fus::,. coat of his I ! 
calling, be makes his wa~· ·to and from , , 
l1ls theate1·. Her persistence, her per- ' ! 
sonality and her beauty distract him, ~: 
and, beint: a divorced and lonely man- 11 
aget:, he takes her to h is rooms. Their 1 

as1ocia.tion, however, is without the J 
customary Improprieties, and, so, afte,r 
a while, it irks him. Klki is evicted 1 , 

in a -fine exhibition hr Miss Ulric of l ; 
gutu..r pride and aristocracy, during I , 
which •he removes much of her cloth- ·1 
ing .• Ir\ order to remain Jn propinquity : , 

to her hero, she counterfeits a cata- · 
lepsy, and great sport of a farcical 
kind is n1ade thereafter as Kiki is car.
ried to oncl fro about tbo apartment 
in her spurious uneow;ciousness arid 
rigidity. It w._s a little reminiscent 
of the oldtime ,ninst.rel aftcrpiecea. , 

Miss Ulric is very app.ealing, a while 
• late,r, as in pr&tty pajamas ··she sits on 

the s-ide of lte:n•1'a bed and t'e.potte to 
him hel' clean philo10111'7 and trhe s,tory 
ot her life. Her 1ove-ma'king i~ lr• 
:reaiatibly frank a.nd child-like arid 
though lengthy and a little re,Pititious, 
it held ua las,t evening, spellbeund, as 
they sa:·. Mr. Ratdy, a1 the man in 
the matter, was handaom-e and no·t 
much aff'ected and it pleased us to see 
him at the· end understa.ndidg iKiki's 
eharactet', even if we a.nd Mr. BAJJ~eco 
did not. 


