ina Patel
i efficient girl,
on—the hos-
is forlunate n

By
pe's 2"
the MOLF
p|l(ll
her. ;
S' s Wong with this
'c, Nothing, most
il say. But for
ohavebecome
ly aware of the rple
ﬂl!agcplaysindemeamng
e {his sentence 18

)

ﬂﬂ

o
:d‘:nﬁ wil

ol s wh

qmen.

T;d;;agmn being referred
yaust be at least 40 years
nd probably more, she
_inly cannot be in her
‘ A'ndyt" sheisa“girl.”
iehospital administrator
. referred to as a “boy"?
. he male doctor, the male
wiographer, the male
wndant or the male nurse?
e refer to them as boys
asmen’?

Thedictionary meaning of
woan is an “adult female.”
finen who insist on being
dled women are often
edascranky ormaking
wtains out of molehills,
wlevenfrustrated. Afterall
il does it matter if one is
ledagirl or a woman? It's

and directs our growth, it is
at the same time a graphic
indicator of its contem-
porary society—its values,
ideology, moral outlook and
economic and scientific
development.

It is not a matter of
accident that words such as
solidarity, black power,
alienation, zombie, feminist
and mass action have
evolvedinthiscentury. They
fittingly describe prominent
phenomena prevalent in the
era of capitalism and imperi-
alism. In Third World
countries where family ties
are still strong and tradi-
tional customs are widely
practised, the language
reflects this. Terms such as
extended family, elders
councils, age groups and
polygamy refer specifically
to social conditions in these
societies. Scientific dis-
coveries have given usthejet
age, space travel, instant
coffee and extra-sensory
perception.

In short, language is a
reflection of the condition of
society—like everything

ml:ne word instead of
T people say.

THE IMPORTANCE
iy PANGUAGE
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is g)
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else, words have their basis
in the factual realities of the
community. It follows
therefore that as those
conditions change, so langu-
age too must evolve.
GIRL OR WOMAN

So returning to the girl or
woman question, let us see
whichmembersof the female
sex do get addressed as
women. Usually itis the very
elderly, or mothers with
several children or a female
who has made it in a man's
world. For example, our
women in Parliament,
women leaders, women who
have proved their worth by
male standards, Just as
during colonial times, only
the few African males
acceptable tothecolonialists
were referred to as men, the
rest were boys. Similarly the
rest of us are just girls.



