enough, in the
ages of Kenya,
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The unmarried woman has
to be particularly careful
because if she objects to
being called a girl, she might
end up being called a
spinster and the connota-
tions of that word are to.o
well known to need descri-
bing. The equivalent term
bachelor has a vastly
different meaning—every-
body loves & bachelor!
Bachelors are gay, eligible,
free-wheeling and much
sought after. Spinsters on
the other hand are rejected,
dried up leftovers on the
shelf. No wonder unmarried
women prefer to be called
bachelor girls.

The terms manand woman
basically refer to adulthood,
the stage that normally
follows adolescence. But in
our world, girls only become
adults when they marry and
have children or, as stated
earlier, when they achieve
parity inaman'sworld. Only
a married woman with kids
is considered mature and
responsible because society
has decided that that is the
only role in which women
can grow up. A boy, as soon
as he has passed his teens,
becomes a man even though
he may be serving no useful
function in society.

Exactly the same form of
discrimination was used in
colonial times when black
men were referred to as boys
while white male adults
were men or better still,
gentlemen'. The racist
assumption was that black
males could not have the
intelligence or maturity
which white ‘men’ were
endowed with.

Along the same lines, why
does a woman have to be
either a Miss or a Mrs. when
aman is just plain Mr.? Why
is it always so important to
know whether a woman is
marf-ied or not? Because
society still considers
woman's place is in the home
‘f’::crher _most ‘importam
o
Hence shee and/or mother.

must at all times
declare her marital status,

Women who feel strongly
that they are persons in their
?:ennr:??!andha"etheirown
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Some women may feel

flattered to be called girls.

But they should realise the
term isn’t a reference to their

youth. Women are called
girls by our male-dominated

society because they’re

considered immature even
when they are adults, in need

of male protection and
leadership.
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in fact hoy w;; Orthay
viewed in g male d(')n N ar
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weaklings who po.
tant protectiop
can act respong
leadership role
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That is'why we
girlsand notjusth
another word. Som
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1eties
are full of such words ang
phrases, and others which
graphically portray the
femalesexasa commodity,a
sexual object, a plaything,a
frivolous beauty with no
brains and always of
secondary importance.
CHICK VERSUS
SUPERMAN
These claims may sound
exaggerated but let uslookat
a few examples. How doesa
man address the woman he
loves? Sweetie, birdie, chick,
baby kipusa, kidosho (Ki-
swahili). They don't exactly
make the woman feel strong
orintelligent but then maybe
they are so much in love it
doesn't matter. Butnomatter
how much they are in love,
the boyfriendis neverachi!{k
or birdie—oh no, he is
superman, Tarzan, he-man,
Samson and always boss! In
Kiswahili, he is bwar
yangu and bossi.
An attractive WO
described as cute ;
delicate, petite. The attrd
ctive man is tall iress.
handsome, 533”””;
brilliant, The ideal wome?”
hard-working: co-0per

3 oo faithful
tive, obedient, " lovins

devoted wife, :
mother, undernnndiidn:l
patient, caring ’mnl.
man is powerful 0l o
ambitious.lucceu ul,
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